The speech delivered by President Mohammad Khatami, at the Opening Ceremony

I praise the Lord that we start the year 1384 with the topic of ethics. Bioethics is part of the general meaning of ethics and we will take this as a good omen that in this spring of nature we start a talk about a topic that is a great missing link of humankind, and mayhap the irresolvable distress of human being as exists today is due to our indigence from conforming to ethics.

I welcome all ladies and gentlemen, national and international guests, and begin my speech with a few lines of Sa’di’s
 poems which is in fact the foundation and origin of prosperity and reality of ethics, and these days, which mark the onset of spring, it is right to ornament the occasion with such words as his:

I’m happy in this world because it is flourishing by the creation of Thou

I’m in love with the world which has been created by Thou

The poison given by the beautiful Saki
, I shall with delight drink,

With devotion I shall take that poison, as the cure is also given by Thou

Oh, Sa’di, if the flood of destruction wipe away the mansion of life,

Keep up your courage as the foundation of survival is secured by Thou

We have the honor to be followers of a religion whose prophet defined his prophetic mission as advancing ethical issues to the point of perfection. In this religion, ethics is the spirit and principle, and the value and creditability of every human being is defined through his success in achieving ethical virtues.  Thus, the endeavor to be ethically virtuous in all aspects of individual and societal life, as well as scientific, cultural and social arenas, is an indispensable obligation.

It seems that the first book to expound on ethical issues, is Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, to whom the separation of practical and theoretical philosophy as well as distinction between practical and theoretical intellect, is also attributed. Although Aristotle is the first philosopher to scrutinize and elaborate on ethical issues, however he is surely not the first intellectualist to delibaerate upon the meaning of ethics and ethical deeds. His mentor, Plato, interpreted “truth” such that “beauty”, “goodness” and “virtue”-that which relates to the field of esthetics, ethics, philosophy and science- are some of its instances.

Ethics, science and philosophy- whether concerning contextual communication or interactions established in the course of history- are so closely intertwined and interdependent that pondering upon one without taking the other into consideration will be inconclusive.

Various ethical views and different philosophical schools all endeavor to unveil the manner in which ethics and science intertwine. Besides, even those cultural schools who believe in the complete separation of facts from values, expend much of their philosophical strife to express the independence of these meaning from one another.  When they aim to reach a thorough and comprehensive view of human marterial and intellectual life, they inevitably admit some manner of coordination, collaboration and harmony exists between science and ethics as well as between facts and values.

The common origin of science and ethics stems from the vast social, political and cultural experiences of human kind which encompases both the ethical and scientific fields.  It is due to this common source – personal and social experiences of humans – that all great historical crises affect science and ethics to an equal extent. When crises strike, they spare no aspect of man’s life. Crises bring about fundamental metamorphosis in philosophical thinking, mystic experiences, religious understandings, scientific theories and ethical principles. The penultimate is that any solution or remedy designed to overcome difficulties in any of these areas will an understanding will come about that may well be adopted by others as well. Besides their historical roots and routes, science and ethics share another mutual collaboration: Scientific advancement.

This point of interdependence poses new ethical questions. What concerns law makers and ethical philosophers regarding human cloning and genetic engineering today is a very enlightening example. The normative ethics strives to find an answer for these questions. The question to which normative ethics is exposed to these days is a vast area which encompasses issues from the most private conjugal maters to the most public of rules and regulations related to environmental protection.

One of the most important ethical issues which is especially widely highlighted these days and is directly related to science and ethics is the issue of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) such as chemical, biological and nuclear weapons. What is known in the history of science and politics as in the “Oppenheimer Case” is not in fact a personal, isolated case. Today, the world is seriously threatened by production and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

Despite the fact that weapons of mass destruction are manufactures by the express order of politicians and military authorities, they are unfortunately developed and tested in the scientists’ laboratories. The horrible meaning of deviating science from the “truth” towards “power” starting from Bacon’s time, unveiled its horrific reality when thousands of innocent lives were claimed in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and thousands more were injured and became handicapped for the rest of their lives, and this tragic story still continues.

We cannot and we must not oppose weapons of mass destruction simply because of certain interests of ours. This sort of opposition will continue only as long as those hypothetical interests exist. As soon as those interests cease to continue, opposing the weapons of mass destruction will also come to an end. In the name of ethics, in the name of respecting the lives of people all over the world, we must oppose absolutely – with no exception and no precondition – the manufacturing and proliferation weapons of mass destruction at all times and in all places. The opposition of those who openly or secretly produce such weapons is void of any value. Such oppositions are ethical only when they are based on the “Truth”.

I started with words from Sa’di, I will now finish with verses from our great poet from Shiraz, Hafez1:

These few days of the revolving Sun, is all Myth and charm

So, dear friend, take this opportunity to be kind to your friends

In hard times, endeavor in pleasure and stupefaction2
This elixir of existence will make the poorest beggar a rich man

The comfort of both worlds is the interpretation of these words

Be good to friends and tolerate the foes

� Mosleh-o-din Mohammad Shirazi, (Pen name: Sa’di), 14th-15th century poet and writer, whose books and poems mainly focus on ethical issues


� Cupbearer, which means the Creator in this verse.


1 Shams-o-din Mohammad Shirazi (Pen Name: Hafex, which was chosen because he knew the Quran by heart) who lived in 15th-16th century. He can be claimed to be the most famous and popular poet in Iran. His poems are mainly theological. 


2 In Iranian theology, this means being very much in love, so as not to have any consciousness of what is going on, just like a drunk!





